CLUBS IN MEMBERSHIP OF OUR LEAGUE SHOULD BE ADVISED TO TAKE NOTE OF THEIR AFFILIATED COUNTY FA RULES
 
DURHAM COUNTY FA Official Handbook 2010-2011 (Pages 23 & 24 of Handbook)
Rule 16 
PLAYERS WITHOUT WRITTEN CONTRACTS

(a) Regulations concerning Approach 


Players who are not under written contract to a Club may be registered with a number of Clubs at any time subject to the following provisions and those of the Competition in which they play:

(ii)
During the current season (1st July to the following 31st May) any Club wishing to approach a Player known to be registered with or having played for any other Club must give to the Secretary of each Club seven (7) days formal notice of intention to approach the Player.

Formal written notice of approach need be given by:

(B) 
a Sunday Club only to all Sunday Clubs 
 
(i) 
The written notice must be sent in by Special Delivery or Recorded Post, or a written acknowledgement otherwise obtained from the Secretary or Chairman of the Club approached. Facsimile or email transmission may be used provided a receipt of acknowledgement is also obtained.
 
(ii) 
Following the date of posting of the written notice of approach, or receipt of an acknowledgement:


(A) 
The Player may be registered on or after the eight (8th) day;


(B) 
The Player must have registered on or before the twenty first (21st) day.


(iii) 
The approaching Club:


 (A) 
may not approach the same Player a second time in the same season;


(B) 
may approach only one (1) Player at a Club at any time subject to (ix) below;


(C)
 may not approach another Player of the same Club within twenty eight days of an earlier notice of approach or acknowledgement.
 
(iv) 
If an approach is made by a Player of another Club during the current season (1st July to the following 31st May) that Club shall give the Club(s) for which the Player is known to registered and has played, seven (7) days notice of approach as set out at (i) to (iv) above before registering the player.


(v) 
A Club which is subject of a complaint alleging failure to give notice in accordance with this Rule may be subject to a charge under FA Rule E1. (b).


(vi) 
A Club proved to have breached the provisions of this Rule may have its current registration of the Players cancelled and be subject to such other penalty as the Association or Affiliated Association deems appropriate, in accordance with the relevant "Regulations of the Association" from time to time in force; and


(vii) 
During the current season (1st July to the following 31st May a maximum of two (2) Players may be approached in the manner above if invited to a trial at a licensed Football Association/FA Premier League/Football League Academy or Centre of Excellence. 
 

NORTH RIDING COUNTY FA 2010-2011 Official Handbook  (Page 47 of Handbook)
Rule 26 NOTICE OF APPROACH
 
No club nor any person shall, during the playing season, attempt to induce any non contract player of a club in membership of this or any other Association affiliated to the Football Association to play for another club without at least seven days notice in writing to the Secretary of the Club for which the player was last known to have played, and the negotiations with the player must cease at the expiration of 21 days from the date of such notice being given. The notice must be forwarded by Registered Post or a written acknowledgment otherwise obtained.  
 

A second notice shall not be given by the same club in respect of the same player during the current season. The approaching club or person shall not give notice of intention to approach more than one player of the same club within 28 days of a prior notice. Except with the written consent of the club, the seven days' notice is necessary if the first approach is made by the player, but this consent shall not be unreasonably withheld where circumstances of a special character exist, e.g. change of residence or non-selection for any team of the club for three consecutive weeks. Any dispute as to whether a consent has been unreasonably withheld may be referred to this Association or the Affiliated Association as the case may be. Breach of this Rule shall be dealt with in accordance with the provisions of Rules 13, 14, 15 & 16 of this Association.
  
